THE TREATMENT OF CERYICAL ADENITIS.
In the treatment of the adenitis of children, which in a very large proportion of cases is tuberculous, and often leads to suppuration and ugly searing of the neck, there are several points worthy of attention, which were well laid down by Mr and then dress the inside with pure carbolic acid. If, after this, the capsule can be teased out, so much the better, but it is a pity to waste time in trying to dissect out the remains of a gland which is in reality only a bag of pus. It is sure to burst and infect the wound. Another point is that in excising glands no pressure should be made on them, either by the fingers or forceps, and that if several glands are affected the lower one should be taken first, working up in the opposite direction to the lymph current. If the glands are squeezed their tuberculous contents are apt to be forced onwards ; thus fresh glands become implicated, and a recurrence of the disease is apt to show itself very shortly after the operation, which is very disappointing. As a practical point, it is to be added that where there are caseous glands and adenoids, unless the glands are mere bags of pus, it is a good rule to excise the adenoids first and deal with the glands afterwards.
